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Pitlochry Festival Theatre
The Lighting and Sound Team 
Pitlochry is a small town 24 miles north of Perth in one of the most beautiful locations in Scotland.  The resident population of 2,500 increases to over 10,000 in the summer; with visitors drawn by the town’s amenities and the breath-taking scenery in the surrounding area.  The theatre is sited close to the town on the banks of the River Tummel, within its own grounds close to the dam at Loch Faskally.  

The first theatre in the town opened in 1951 and moved to the current site in 1981.  A new administration and workshop building was added in 1993.  Following Lottery funding in 1999, work was completed on additional counterweight sets, lighting, sound and production equipment, a restaurant extension and upgraded services.

In 2000 the Company opened Explorers: The Scottish Plant Hunters’ Garden, immediately adjacent to the theatre. The Garden celebrates the work of Scottish botanists through history.  Areas affording breathtaking views have been created reflecting the work of each botanist.  The garden overlooks the river and also contains an amphitheatre and a number of performance spaces. 

A large-scale theatre producer, PFT delivers a unique Summer Season of six plays in daily repertoire from May to October. The Summer Season also includes a programme of Sunday concerts, foyer events, workshops, classes and Summer Schools.

PFT has also expanded its work into a number of new fields, including additional events in areas around Explorers and the theatre, an Active Arts programme,a hugely successful Community and Education project and the production of our first ever pantomime, “Cinderella”, last Christmas. 

Under PFT`s unique repertoire system, the first four productions in each season rehearse side-by-side during an eight week period between March and May, before opening in four consecutive production weeks.  In the 2011 Season, these are the musical “My Fair Lady” music by Frederick Loewe book and lyrics by Alan J Lerner; “Henceforward …” by Alan Ayckbourn; “See How They Run!” by Phillip King and “Trelawny of the Wells”by Arthur Wing Pinero.
After the opening of the fourth show, the fifth production – “Privates on Parade” by Peter Nichols music by Dennis King commences rehearsal, joining the repertoire in mid July.  Once this has opened, the final show of the season – “Dr Angelus ” by James Bridie starts rehearsal, joining the repertoire in mid August.  All six shows then play in daily changing repertoire until late October.

John Durnin is Artistic Director and Chief Executive.  Other members of the Senior Management Team are Derek Allan (Deputy Chief Executive and Commercial Director), Steve Carlin (Head of Production & Resources) and Blackwood Hodge (Head of Finance). 
One of the hallmarks of Pitlochry Festival Theatre is its high standards of production.  It is our aim to match and surpass past standards through the appointments we seek to make at this time.

The Production & Resources Group includes three teams: Workshop, Technical and Company Services.  There is a small core of ten permanent jobs in the production departments who are joined by approximately thirty seasonal Production staff.  The Lighting and Sound Department is part of the Technical Services team and consists of four people: head of Lighting and Sound,  Deputy Head of Lighting and Sound and two Lighting and Sound Assistants.  
Given the busy rehearsal schedule, with four shows rehearsing at the same time and two shows rehearsing in separate rehearsal spaces simultaneously where possible, it is vital for the team to show initiative and dedication when working alone and it is vital that communication within the team is excellent.  

It should be noted that this high level of productivity brings with it a degree of pressure and all members of the team should exhibit the necessary character to handle the pressure and be able to support other members of the team.  

Once the shows have opened, they play in repertoire requiring daily turnarounds.  The Technical Team lead the turnarounds. The Technical, Lighting and Sound departments with the Stage Management perform the turnarounds.  On matinee days, the turnaround between shows is operated within two hours, (this includes scenery, furniture, props, sound equipment, lighting re-focus and quick change areas). 

There are other events and performances taking place in the theatre and elsewhere throughout the season and the team are expected to work on these as and when required. 

All in all, PFT has a heavy and physical workload and requires a mature level of commitment.  The nature of the work we do is more demanding than might be experienced in other theatres throughout the UK but there are many personal rewards and achievements to be gained for those who enjoy contributing fully and being part of a team of like-minded professionals.


